PREFACE

When I was invited by the Publications Division of
the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting to write a
biography of Romesh Chunder Dutt, I felt considerable
hesitation to accept the assignment. My hesitation
arose partly out of the fact that such an assignment,
should T accept it, would constitute my first ventuie at
authorship, but perhaps more because of my emotional
attachment to the subject of the study. I have not had
the good fortune of coming in contact personally with
Romesh Dutt for he had passed away several years before
I was born. As my grand-uncle, however, not a remote
ancestor, an outstanding personality like Romesh Dutt
has exercised considerable influence even after his death
on me and on members of our family in the present
generation. He has naturally been a model for us to
follow, though few, if any, of us have been able to
achieve even a small fraction of what he had achieved in
the three score years of life allotted to him. Brought
up in this atmosphere, my hesitation in undertaking to
write his biography arose from the doubt whether 1
would be able to achieve the measure of detachment
and objectivity necessary for the presentation of a true
picture and a correct appraisal of his life and work.

What measure of objectivity 1 have been able to
achieve is for my readers to judge, J am aware that this
judgment is not likely to be unanimous, because, apart
entirely from the personal emotional involvement of the
writer, it is difficult to achieve unanimity ia assessing the